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A fine fall farmers market

Left: Sharon Johnson of Minnesota Fresh Farms helps a customer during the Oct. 2 Lexington Farmers Market. Right: Customers browsed through
many vegetables, fruits and gourds during the farmers market, the last in the city this year.

— Photos by Ryan Howard

Consultant helps preserve homes

by Kristine Goodrich

NORTHEAST METRO -
A local “history geek” helps
owners of old homes com-
plete historically accurate
restorations.

Mark Johnston has a small
consulting business that pro-
vides expertise on making

alterations that are appro-
priate to the age and style of
a home. He most common-
ly gives advice on paint col-
ors and restoring or replicat-
ing millwork, specializing
in the styles of the mid-1800s
through the early 1900s.

The Vadnais Heights res-
ident also makes furniture

using old-fashioned tools
and methods and volunteers
demonstrating the craft in
a park museum of late 19th
century life in Minnesota.
Johnston calls his busi-
ness Historic Design
Consulting LLC and he con-
sults for people across the
country via photos and elec-
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He lives in a 1980s split-
level himself but always has
been captivated by the histo-
ry of architecture and wood
crafts, he said. Johnston
earned bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in history, but
he has worked in unrelat-
ed fields, currently at a mill-
work wholesale company.

After occasionally help-
ing acquaintances on home
restorations over the years,
he launched his side busi-
ness in 2007. His only regret,
he said, was not starting it
sooner.

The largest portion of his
business is helping home-
owners select exterior paint
colors that were common
for the architectural style of
their home at the time the
home was built. Victorian-
style homes, which usual-
ly featured multiple colors,
are a frequent consult. After
seeing photos of the home’s
features, Johnston said he
usually provides a few color
scheme options for clients to
choose from that are histori-
cally accurate and highlight
the home’s best features.

In addition to paint,
Johnston also is an expert
in doors, windows, mold-
ing and other millwork.
Whenever plausible, he rec-
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Mark Johnston builds a piece of furniture using an-
tique tools and techniques atThe Landing history park.

ommends repair rather than
replacement. “It often can be
saved with just a little work,”
he said. “It’s usually less
work than you think.”

Replacements usually are
as conspicuous as bad plas-
tic surgery, according to
Johnston. Steel doors and vi-
nyl windows in old homes es-
pecially make him cringe.

Many clients are owners of
old homes that were long ago
remodeled and who are now
hoping to replicate its origi-
nal features. Johnston pro-
vides custom designs based
on his best guess as to what it
might have looked like.

Like paint color, he usu-
ally provides a few suggest-
ed options until a design is
found that is both historical-
ly accurate and appealing to
the homeowner. He typically
charges a flat fee per assign-
ment, not by the hour.

Old catalogs and paint
sample chips are Johnston’s
primary source of inspira-
tion. Instead of online repro-
ductions, Johnston collects
originals.

While he’s searching an-
tique stores, Johnston also
is on the lookout for antique
carpentry tools. Inheriting
his grandfather’s tools led
to hobbies of tool collecting
and making furniture. After
studying the history of furni-
ture making, he now makes
his furniture using only old
tools and techniques.

He volunteers often at
The Landing heritage park
in Shakopee, which features
buildings, furnishings, re-en-
actors and special events tak-
ing visitors back to the life of
Minnesota’s frontier settlers.
Johnston is a costume-clad
re-enactor in the wood shop
demonstrating furniture
making to visitors. Many of
the pieces he makes are used
in the park’s other historic
buildings.

“I’'ve always been fascinat-
ed by how things are made,”
he said. “I'm just a history
geek through and through.”

— Kristine Goodrich is ed-
itor of the Vadnais Heights
Press.

Names in the News

Joe Schmall of Lino Lakes won the September
Super Pro Class Event at the Brainerd International
Raceway. Brad Mickle of Lino Lakes made it to
the finals of the Sportsman class, and Jason and
Aaron Clampitt made it to the semifinals of the
Pro Bike/Sled and Junior Dragster Novice classes,
respectively.
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Speaker, Musician,
and Former NFL
Foothall Player
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Ben Utecht played

with the Colts and helped
them win Super BowlI KLI.
Don’t miss Utecht’s
motivational message and
inspiring music.

Saturday « October 12,2013 « 4:30 p.m.
Tickets: $15-Call 763.784.1760

Living Faith Church has a drug- and alcohol-free campus.

é’LIVlNG FAITH

Where Faith Meets Life C H U R

10101 Lexington Avenue N, Circle Pines, MN 55014

763.784.1760 « www.livingfaithmn.org «

info@livingfaithmn.org




